
Analysing Body Language in NSW 
Youth Justice Conferencing 
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Mandate 
•  Gathering 
•  Socio-legal framing 
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Testimony 

•  Commissioned recount 
•  Victim’s recount 

Rejoinder 

•  Victim’s supporters’ evaluation 
•  Third party evaluation 
•  Offender’s supporters’ evaluation 

Caution 
•  YLO’s caution 

Outcome 
plan 

•  Brokering an agreement 
•  Ratification of outcome 

plan 

Reintegration 

•  Formal closing 
•  Refreshments & 

dispersal 



‘reintegrative shaming’  
(Braithwaite, 1989) 

 
“!treating the wrongdoer respectfully and 
empathetically as a good person who has done a 
bad act and making special efforts to show the 
wrongdoer how valued they are after the wrongful 
act has been confronted” (Braithwaite & 
Braithwaite, 2001: 4).  
 

Not because of you as a person. Because of 
something you're doing that's not right. We're not 
targeting you personally, brother. It's what you're 
doing that's no good. You're probably a good person. 
What you're doing is not good. You understand the 
difference? [Ethnic Liaison Officer] 
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 meaning kinetic expression 

regulatory I want, refuse, threaten ! eg raised fist, glower 

instrumental give me, I invite you ! eg extended hand 

interactional togetherness, bonding ! eg mutual eye gaze  

personal emotions ! eg smiling face 
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'redeemed' (forthcoming, contrite) this 
is the persona youth justice conference 
theorists, designers and practitioners 
celebrate as far as the performance of 
restorative justice ideals are concerned 
an!

remorseful but unforthcoming 
'prodigal' YP (common enough where 
the YP is sorry but was too intoxicated 
by drugs or alcohol for example to 
remember much of what went on)!

mundane 'small target' reality, 
namely an 'accused' (unforthcoming, 

reluctantly remorseful) YP!

forthcoming but unremorseful YP 
('guilty' as charged, but inclined 

to blame others for what went 
wrong) !
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irrational 

rational 

family/ 
community 

mates 

law-abiding 

reintegrated 

delinquent
  

criminal 

rational, re-affiliating 
persona, embodying 
reintegration!

hardened criminal YP who 
is rational but prefers to 

hang with his mates and has 
plans to further offend!

law-abiding YP who leaves 
mates behind and stays out of 
trouble for fear of being caught!

delinquent YP who gets 
inadvertently caught up in illegal 
behaviour as a result of the mates 

he keeps as friends!
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